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An Introduction to the History of Hadith
Caandl gyl 8 S5l

e Studying the history of Hadith is essential for understanding its origins, development,
and importance in Islamic scholarship. This knowledge helps us distinguish between
authentic and fabricated Hadith and apply Islamic rulings correctly

e The definitions of this science are explained below:

-2
(uoousll ZzU) dayyhall sdal
The method/path

dls of dals dao of yyai of Job of JoB o HE Ll e i Lo JS 1Mol
Everything transmitted from the Prophet £% in terms of speech, action, approval, or
physical and moral characteristics

Ll 3B
Ll cdog ol Sl laygae o) o dygadl &l gy @ya 1l 5lobilg Jolsall e Sasty @le riagyss
(QJ_g.xU &l zliaa)
A science that discusses the stages and phases through which the Sunnah of the
Prophet fied passed, from its origin until it reached us

The Importance of the Science of Hadith History
Ll 3oyl e duon

e Hadith history sheds light on the intellectual and scholarly efforts of generations of
Muslims in preserving, transmitting, and interpreting the Prophet's teachings,
contributing to the rich intellectual heritage of Islam

e A few important points have been mentioned below

Ll doas 8 oMl elale sggay Bymy alall 32 (1
This science is known for the efforts of Islamic scholars in serving the Sunnah
dgoedl &l 3 dalgall wlaadll gl Bysy @l 2 (2
This science is known for the diverse classifications of works authored on the Sunnah of the
Prophet fed
dyoud] Ll dunal e ¢ 38 @i @lall lia danl o (3
The importance of this science is that it is a branch of the importance of the Sunnah



Key Works in the History of Hadith
Ll 3yl 8 olal3all a

e Reading key Hadith history books gives us insights into the work of scholars who
studied the Prophet's teachings
e Listed below are some of the most important books in this field:
So3dl 33l e dase - &l Zlias (1
sl zlne sase 955 - ol U8 all (2
923 ool daxa - ygiamally cqusdl (3

The Status of the Prophet's Sunnah in the Shari'ah
el 8 deull Ll Bl

e The Sunnah plays a crucial role in Islamic Law, with evidence from the Qur’an,
Hadith and ljmaa’ (Consensus), as detailed below

glaxlg drlly QLSIl gy 35T gz lgzm e J3 1By pdadl b dabisll LglSa
Its great status in Islam is indicated by the Qur'an and Sunnah, which affirm its authority and
the obligation to adhere to it

The Qur'an: «tsll (1
3:32 {...Js3li5 alli iga bl j8)
Say, "O Prophet,” “Obey Allah and His Messenger.”
The Sunnah: &d! (2
g 165545 Gpaal Pl Gaiadall slBLAN aig i @S01a8." J6 B Ll e lagie all by iyl o pBLse
"3 ladl leide lgacg
Irbad bin Sariyah lagie Al .5, narrated that the Prophet £2 said: “You must follow my
Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly guided caliphs. Hold firmly to it and bite onto it with
your molar teeth (i.e., cling to it with utmost firmness and do not let go).”

Consensus: gk=>3l (3
solll ¢ sama - duad oyl
SSgadl pladl



Classifications of the Prophet's Sunnah
Lol Ludl plusyl

e The Sunnah is divided into different types based on the nature of what was
transmitted from the Prophet 2 These types help in understanding how the Sunnah

was conveyed and practised in various contexts
(dsa) &udl) Verbal Sunnah (1

Everything the Prophet ££ said on various occasions and for different purposes
Example: "d>wadl ;pal" (The religion is sincere advice)

(&4=4)l &dl) Practical Sunnah (2
Everything the companions transmitted about the actions of the Prophet e particularly

those done in a legislative capacity
Example: The method of performing prayer

(L52584! &) Tacit Approval Sunnah (3
All actions or statements made by others in the presence of the Prophet £ or that he was
informed about, and which he approved of either explicitly or through silence
Example: His approval of the Abyssinians playing with spears in the Masjid on Eid as
a form of celebration



The Sunnah in the Era of the Prophet #£ and the Era of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs
sl Al sgeg goudl age 5 &l

e This topic highlights the distinction between how the Qur'an and Sunnah were
recorded during the Prophet’s £% lifetime and the reasons behind it

o dgas 3o dyladl B bl udiy Godl Gl (oS ol larg o8 oS ol o B Ll sge 3
) Sl baliss
During the Prophet’s 2£ |ifetime, the Qur'an was recorded immediately, while the Sunnah
was initially not written down in the same way to prevent confusion between the Qur'an and
other teachings

Writing of the Qur'an: la) &Ls 1
et 955 @asse (ool OIS sauy Elouall o delan BE all o5 1 Bluell Ll B
Hafidh al-Iragi mentions: The Qur'an was meticulously documented by a group of
companions known as "The Scribes of Revelation" (>4 ©US), numbering approximately
forty

Writing of the Sunnah: &wdl 4Ls 2
ot 8 Jr Sl oLl CoS gl ool Lle Bl e 8 ST pld U3 33lsy <5ISE Lol &l Lof
) ' ) ) Sl st BUS e sadl dylay b
Unlike the Qur'an, the Sunnah was not written during the Prophet’s ££ |ifetime in the same
manner. Initially, the Prophet e prohibited the writing of anything other than the Qur'an

oA s e oS ey e loeSE T 1 B BE Ll o wie dlll Loy gyasl s il s 8 ayg LS
i Tl e osat 154205 adata le IS as azym U sie Istin g e
As narrated by Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri < dll .55, the Prophet #£ said, "Do not write anything
from me except the Qur'an. Whoever has written anything from me other than the Qur'an, let
him erase it. Narrate from me, and there is no harm in that, but whoever deliberately lies
about me, let him prepare his seat in the Hellfire."

lasd o3l il GlS B ol 2Ll @ (eySIl oTyally ddl balisg o dpas adlyll Dl 8 cuasl 1ia 4lSg
) dndl 7y 3 gl pladl 1S3 LS
This prohibition was at the beginning of Islam, out of concern that the Sunnah might be
confused with the Qur'an. Later, the Prophet e permitted the writing of the Sunnah, as
explained by Imam Al-Baghawi in Sharh as-Sunnah



Evidence of Written Sunnah During the Prophet's £ Era
EE Ll age Lo @l LS salgds o

e The writing of the Sunnah during the Prophet's ££ time serves as an important
testimony to the preservation of his teachings. Below are some examples that
demonstrate this practice

‘ sadl Jai ga Jory ) @S 8 poy aias. Sy B o0l 1
The Prophet £% instructed that his sermon on the day of the conquest of Makkah be written
down by a man from Yemen

"abadsi ayyl % Al Jowy oo d2a.wi o 5% js ST eSS lagie ol 0.0) wolell oy gyae p dll ke JB 2
Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-As lagie il -2, said: "l used to write everything | heard from the
Messenger of Allah £ to preserve it."

(W)WULSM.\JU[SMAJJ|Q‘DJJLC3
Ali «e Al .5, had a small book (Sahifah) in which he recorded some teachings

"o i e ] a5 yd pld @aall OUS B all Jow oS lagie dlll Loy sas oy dlll ae 4
Abdullah ibn Umar lagis <l .2, narrated that the Messenger of Allah & wrote the document
of Zakah, but did not send it to his governors before he passed away

Scholarly Consensus on the Legitimacy of Writing the Sunnah
SWs I Jlode lgiuegsinog Ll LS jlg> Llo clalall ¢ lax]

Pl ol - asall Jls] -

Aol oyl - cguodl pgle -
g9sdl plodl - plue zuo o2 -
il alodl - oMl AMel o -



Methodology of the Companions in Receiving the Sunnah
Ldl 485 8 Blowall zgin

saclgd
Principles:
lgxd pugdll dyig Llg )l (o @g8] (1
Their restraint in narration and avoidance of gxcessive transmission
QU oo oasiin Tgeld Taasia ple QIS o (B8 Al Yoy J18)
The Prophet e said, "Whoever lies about me deliberately, let him take his seat in
Hellfire."

olgsall Job b ezt (2
Their careful verification before accepting narrations

¢ sawall daiy caasdl ilgy e pgoy> (3
Their diligence in transmitting the Hadith exactly as they heard it

The Recording of Hadith by the Companions
Lol Lul) Lbusll (o

Bslall daouall - jolall o gsac o alll ae dao (1

8alie o a2 ddo (3

DL o Syaw ddoo (4

Seoifdamo (5

These scrolls were individual collections of Hadith that the Companions maintained during
their lifetimes



The Preservation of the Sunnah after the Era of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs until the

End of the Third Century
L sl dolgs I opailydl sl yoe sy &l

Catodl Clb 3 Ayl o
Travelling for the sake of Hadith
Hadith was preserved as scholars travelled across lands to collect and learn Hadith

rJois B Al Jguy cmow 1 JB die all Loy el cp sy o o
i Jalo 0y aio 4l 98 o ] a5 Jalo 13 ably > aliind s Lia gas [yal all y25"
Narrated by Zayd ibn Thabit e il o):
| heard the Messenger of Allah e say: "May Allah brighten the face of a person who hears a
Hadith from us, memorises it, and conveys it to others. For it may be that the bearer of
knowledge conveys it to someone more knowledgeable than himself, and it may be that the
bearer of knowledge is not a scholar himself."

This Hadith underscores the importance of preserving and transmitting the teachings of the
Prophet &2

Examples of Scholars Travelling for Hadith

o Lol Al se oy wl> (from Madinah) travelled to s«si ¢ 4l s (in ash-Shaam) to
hear a hadith directly from him.

o solad¥l woii oof travelled to sele ¢ &ée (in Egypt) in pursuit of a hadith.
o il Lolyd ¢y sele (a Tabi'ee) travelled to Makkah to seek three ahadith.
o —wwall iy 32w (a Tabi'ee) was also known for his journeys in pursuit of hadith.

These journeys reflect the dedication of the early generations to ensure the accurate
transmission of the Prophet's Fio sayings



The Attention of the Tabi'een to the Preservation of the Sunnah
Lol Ly syl dolie

e The Tabi'een played a crucial role in the preservation and transmission of Hadith,
continuing the efforts of the Sahabah

- They followed the approach of the Sahabah
- They would enquire about the chain of narration
- They would also write down Hadith

Expansion of Hadith Writing

As the Sahabah began to pass away, the number of narrations (Riwaayaat)
increased. To safeguard the truth, the Tabi'een expanded the practice of documenting
Hadith

"ol o ol LS B gf 1B
Abu Qilabah said: "Writing is more beloved to me than forgetting."

Key Figures in Hadith Writing Among the Tabi‘'een

plosdl oo 5w 8o -
He would write everything he learned from his aunt, Alishah e Wl o)
(s3laadl sl — lasl)

While travelling with Ibn Abbas lg:e Ul .55 in Makkah, he wrote down everything he heard
(%’A)L\.H ua.u.))
KETS) usl o @l -
He was also known for writing down Hadith
(sl et5)
Sl @luo (y3 dana -

He compiled two scrolls of Hadith from Jabir ibn Abdullah «e I oo,
(g2e o Jolsll)



% The Stages of Hadith Compilation and the Efforts of Umar bin Abd al-Aziz (d. 101 AH)
(21+1) U3 S il sue o sac a3 a8 Gl sgadly Ll oz S50 ) ¢

e The process of compiling Hadith went through several stages, with notable
contributions made by the Caliph Umar bin Abd al-Aziz, who initiated a formal effort
to preserve the Sunnah

e This initiative by Umar bin Abd al-Aziz marked a significant turning point in the formal
compilation of Hadith

Umar bin Abd al-Aziz sought to gather Hadith.
- He recognised the importance of preserving the Prophet’s i teachings and took
proactive steps to ensure the Sunnah was documented
- He consulted with his council to discuss the compilation of Hadith
- During these discussions, some concerns were raised, including:
- New Muslims may mistake Hadith as part of the Qur'an

Commissioning Imam Muhammad bin Shihab az-Zuhri (d. 124 AH)
- Umar bin Abd al-Aziz commissioned Imam Muhammad bin Shihab az-Zuhri, one of
the prominent scholars of that time, to lead the effort of collecting and writing down
Hadith

The Documentation Process
lgde o (o3 JS I cnd (Tpzbs 1y2bs lalias (il pamy Gajall ae o sae Usal 1 JB gra3ll lea cpl e
(lodg @lall oLy pala) "y lalus
It is narrated that Ibn Shihab az-Zuhri said:
"Umar bin Abd al-Aziz commanded us to collect the Sunnah, so we compiled it book by
book, and he sent a copy to every region under his rule."

10



The Beginnings of Hadith Compilation
Caandl 8 ol ol

e Scholars in the early Islamic period sought to organise and categorise Hadith based
on chapters and topics, leading to the systematic preservation and documentation of
prophetic traditions

- Some of these were:
(So) 210 - 2y o llall e -
(dgadll) 210) - Blows] o dama -
(dadll) 2VA - el ployl -
(4395.”) a\1¢ - 6)9"'” oldw -
(eL.‘Z:JI) alov - gc.bgﬂl QA})” “e -
These scholars not only recorded Hadith but also included:
- The sayings (Aqwaal) of the Sahabah
- The legal verdicts (Fatawa) of the Tabi'een

b gall - Mutawatta of Imam Malik
One of the oldest preserved collections of Hadith is Muwatta Imam Malik, which contains:
- 3000+ legal issues (Masa'il)
- 700+ Marfoo’ Hadith
- Itincludes Hadith, Agwaal of the Sahabah, Fatawa of the Tabi'een, and some of
Imam Malik's ljitihadat - independent legal opinions
"l QLS (e Llgo 38T @lall o oS (o331 5 Lt : 2dladl sladl JB -
Imam al-Shafi'i said, "There is no book on earth more correct in knowledge than the book of
Malik."
- Some scholars hold the opinion that Muwatta Imam Malik is ranked just after the two
Sahih collections (Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)

rol>g s
@17) Lebosdll yll e ol - asladlly leall o Uogall U3 L) aggadl -
(@E17) byl sl se ol - HUa8Y1 claleg Lasdl clgid Calia) golal ySizadl -
' (@618) LWl adgll oif - Lamall -
(211) B33 Bl e oy samma - Uogall 2y -

11



The Golden Age of the Sunnah (3rd Century Hijri)
(dUl 5all) ol diwd) ol yosll

e During the third century Hijri, scholars further refined hadith classification into
specialised works:

- zbeall cas — Collections of only authentic (Sahih) hadith

- sl <5 — Books focused on rulings and legal judgments

- Sluall cuS — Works that arranged hadith by the chain of narration starting with the
Sahabah

- als> — Comprehensive books covering different topics

zbuall s

(2Y07) amall g3l maalpl o Juelaws] (p dass - B 2umne 1
lagualig ‘ALu.ag é)&fﬂ Qb;:.‘xo.” el Qbﬁl Aoy s auoi C)i sle Al o> claloll éﬁl":§99.2.1| PLA?I Jl_q
(plaso 732 dasda) " Joudlly doYll
Imam an-Nawawi said: “The scholars (may Allah have mercy on them) are in agreement that
the most authentic books after the Noble Qur’an are the two Sahihs, al-Bukhari and Muslim,
and the Ummah has received them with acceptance.”
- Sahih Bukhari is a Jami’ containing many different Kitabs and Abwabs,
- beginning with ‘>dll =3y ©lS” - The Book of the Beginning of Revelation
- ltis also a Jami’ between Hadith and Figh
ol g s
(m/\OY) UJM' P Q,}l - 6)‘*” 5‘9 -
(2A00) il ol il yay - oylall Baas -
(24YY) uswl sl olga - é)L.u.” slayl -

(2YN) osilucdl Zlow> o2 pluss - pluss zoono 2
é)wlw&&wwlgoﬁ;bbﬂwﬂéﬂ%:)»wldté
Ibn Hajar said: "There are a few scholars who preferred Sahih Muslim over Sahih
al-Bukhari."
1ol g s
(@07V) Sl ¢33l - alua LSlody aleall -
(21V1) 5,5993‘” pladl - Zzlodl o plan o Zadn Zlell -

(2¥)) &y ol plodl 2o 3
- Chapters are written in order of Figh
- Some of the Hadith are Sahih, but are less in status than those in Sahihayn
- Some of the Kitab has not been preserved
ol casas L agys Bad ol ol e 0 ddye Lol dagis ol o™ Jbouud! Ladll 18
Al-Hafidh as-Suyuti said: "Sahih Ibn Khuzaymabh is of a higher rank than Sahih Ibn Hibban
due to the rigor of its verification...”

(a¥0f) Sl sayldl gli> ool - Yl ool plodl 2o 4
- Thisis a very large book in Hadith
- The author is slightly lenient, Including Majhool narrators whose state are unknown

12



(2:0) - @Sl alodl Syiiuall 5
- The conditions for writing the Hadith are the same as Sahihayn, however, he
included weaker Hadith which are on these conditions

The above 3 books are ranked after Sahihayn but are not of the same status

el S
g3l cpadl

Jg'.s u"i Cpesd i

gyl w2

Sl (w3

axlo oyl s 4

$331 s
&_;A)Ls.” s -
Sl s -
NS RNV RS

(2YV0) Sliwoudl crilll o oylodas - 3918 o e 1
[SVENPERPY] IRETRU: JU] -1 1 IR R JCOMRReS S O VTN

Al-Hafidh al-Sakhawi said: "The Sunan of Abu Dawud ranks third in order after Sahihayn
> g s

(@1YY9) oall adaall Bl yuads sass - sgls ggi s e sgmall foe -

(21Y0Y) Sl Olas sass sgama g - 39l ggi pladl cpws iy sgygall il Jaall -

Samall ployl olidss e (21YET) 308 lgudl aast S5 gaadl - sgls o s J> 8 sogamall Jiy -

(@16-7) sall gola SISl LS5 same
(@) ool cpall I - sgls o iw ] sg0all 8By -

(2YVA) gdosdl camee o3 dazen - gdayill cpiss
- There is a difference of opinion if this book is a Jami’ or Sunan
- This book mentions Agwaal of the Sahabah and the Fugaha of the Tabi’'een
1ol g s
(20£Y) Sl oosell ol - glaydll iy B g3gadl dople -
@300l dasa o sama bl s opl - glaydl golor oy B gladl adl -
) @) Lbseadl sl M - giayill galy Lo giuball g8 -
(@IY0F) (6398 3Lall oyl due (3 peoyll e daoma - oyl paly 2y gdgadl dani -

(@) camds o seof - Jludl i

1ol g s
(@31) L’bw' Sl M - el e oyl sy -
(Q\\\‘/\) 6*“"“‘” daMsll Tk -
5?'99?33' pal e dass - conall i S el By85 -
(21¢-0) uLL@qu sl sasa Feadl mya -
(@3:7) colsudl - Jluall @is 8 jaall c2lyll 48y -
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(2YVE) (F203dll sy (gt daea - axlo ool (yiws
Contains some weaker Hadith
Last level of the Sunans
1l g s
(V1Y) u.m;x” 6Ualsm doMall - daxla ool (i T -
(m\\\“/\) \SM’JI 6.&‘.@” NVISIRSTIRV-C Y Al -
@31) Sbosdl ! M il -

siluall s
According to the name of the Sahabah who narrated them
Many books were written

(a¥t) sudldall sgls i wiwe -

(2YY0) des u—" ol Sws -
(ayvV) wonly oy Bl s -
(=¥-) L,L.ogc\” s L,sl lewa -

(95553l s mentions this contains roughly 27,647 Hadith) se>i pledl szwe -

galgadl oS

These books were inclusive of various topics

setall galadl -
>SS galdl -
gyl ol -
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The Sunnah from the Third Century to the Present Day
sobJl Liloy I eIl o5l sy didl

- The scholars continued the sciences of Hadith, extracting Hadith from the earlier
books, such as:
ol ol -
dagysdl pl -
SkJl -

- Some scholars followed the method of the Sunan, such as:
ISRV

- Different books were written on Hadith
- Books written on the reconciliation of Hadith, such as:
s2oladl aledl - cousdl sl -
(OW) B ol - gandl Gilisn Jugl -

Caandl 3 @ laall oS
Books written according to the names of the Sahabah, the author's teachers, or their cities

UL
(Gleall aglus e dy0) sl -
(S o clawi e Cis) spall -
&l ysruall oS
The author would extract Hadith from the previous books with his own chain of narration
from his teacher
OV

(2YAT) é)S%L“-f:’JI u.«.ub.o.‘.um e () das - alu e e Z a5l el il -
S e e madiudl -

This book was not preserved to this day but is

mentioned by Hafidh Ibn Hajar in Fath al-Bari
(2¥0l) Sleaodl aalyl o saxi - o e zydciwall jwadl -

Syl s
The author only mentions the beginning (opening words) of a Hadith along with its chain of
narration and reference, without quoting the full text

S
(80-V) (ol sl cpl) seoaiall sallo gy aasma - izl Sl Sl ybol

15



(@oVY) il Slue cpl - BlubYI @820 e Bl
gl S
These books contain extra Hadith, which are not found in other works

UL
(2A-V) uA.u.é.” oyl ygi - Wlgall gag Wlgil gasa -
(@AL) syeoodl - Byl agluall WSlgj 8ygall 5yl Bloi] -
(xAL) UJLS.” ‘5).“09;“ el g - axle ol Wl & bl zleaa -
These books define and explain the rules and classifications of Hadith
1S

(Y1) 6)‘3)4“)” - %,c.'_g.ng égb.” o Sl wasall -
(@16Y) 23Lall ol — g3l ol dasiis -

(@) orslucsdll (Sl — copanll pgle dyna -
(@L1F) colaadl Coasdl — dlg )l @le 3 &) -

alegs gall s
These books gather weak and fabricated Hadith in order to identify and warn against them

S
(203V) 3smdl ol il ool Ldlodl — legbsall -
(@) Lbgeadl sl B — degdsall casladl 3 degiaall GBI -

These books combine Hadith from multiple collections into one source for easier reference

s
(_QY‘\i) t_;)gﬂlwdw—ww'wyﬂ‘ -
(2OAT) syl olesll s — ol apos -
(=171 3N ol ol aoee — Jouwyll Eaalsd R Jgo‘ﬂl ol> -
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A cuasl LS
These books are collections of Hadith specifically related to Islamic rulings and Figh

(270Y) 4 ol woxall — Alusall B1VES RGN |
The best commentary of this book is |
(=Yo4) 9_3\59..’21J| pladl — )Yl b T b gdl J

(=71-) uu.).ULA” u.a.vﬂ e plaill — pr 3 pMS (o plS.J)!l dlac
This book has many commentaries

(=AoY) &Ml BTN = Y-1EN | r’:lS:;ﬂl IRy oo plsall €9l

FEVLEAA| IR ES | ULy
- These books contain Hadith famous on people's tongues
- Some are Sahih but many are weak

(03-Y) goladl ! s plodl — deaddl e 8ygiaall coslodl o 128 ol 8 diwd] woliall
' (701) gyl pladl — sl eyl
(@Y1Y) 3yl ol alodl — Juasdl z5a

(veY) giall alodl — Jloyll clowd 3 JLSI coigs

These books provide biographies, virtues, and key reports of the Sahabah

(@E17) 34l e ol plodl — Dol dy20 8 Llagiwdl
(2717 52331 cpl alodl — dylouall dyma B L&l i
(A0Y) SMiwsll yo ol B! — Eylall ugad 5 Glol

Caaadl casd cas
These books explain unusual or difficult words and expressions found in the Hadith

(2Y¥8) pMas o puoldll aee o plodl — couadl caye
(=17) sl pladl — ¥y caasdl e Q_Q Llgdl
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FOURT| O PG| B
These books are collection of Hadith Qudsi

1S
(=) 699‘” plodl — EDPOCTR| I DIRY-1] ICORRY PG|
ég;&” sthas - duwadll caslbYl ya sl moswall -

ol socisall S
These books condense longer hadith collections into shorter, more manageable summaries

oS
(=2A3Y) 6'\"-’)” O,g_\JI RUE &puo.ﬂ &AL‘;J[ w;bﬂ a.g_yo.]l oyl -

Tosadl s
- Many explanations were written on almost all major books of Hadith

18



Schools of Hadith
TR | RVEI KV

The Sahabah spread from Madinah

1) Madinah - centre of knowledge as the Prophet £ was there
el 3530 - By9%ll &usdl - al-Madinah al-Munawwarah

Basall 5o o
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