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An Introduction to Usool al-Figh

Definitions of Usool and Figh

e Before discussing Usool al-Figh, we must understand the
meanings of the terms "Usool" and "Figh"

e The diagram below explains what Usool and Figh are, both
literally and conventionally, in the context of this subject
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Introduction to Usool al-Figh

e Now that we have explored the individual meanings of Usool
and Figh, we will delve into Usool al-Figh as a distinct science
e The key components of the definition are also explained below
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Objectives of Usool al-Figh

e There are four objectives in Usool al-Figh
e Together, these objectives provide the foundation for studying,
interpreting, and applying Figh
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Establishment of Usool al-Figh

e This refers to the origins of Usool al-Figh as a science,
including its state during the time of the Prophet ££ and the

compilation of its first book
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Historical Emergence of Usool al-Figh

e This refers to the stages of Usool al-Figh as a science
e They are split into two parts:
o Before it was written (verbally transmitted)
o After it was written and compiled into books
e These stages are further divided by different eras, methods,
and how Figh was derived during them
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Methodologies in Usool al-Figh

e As mentioned, two methods of deriving Figh were established
when Usool al-Figh was written and compiled into books:
o The Hanafiyyah: Focuses on reconciling conflicting
sources
o The Jumhoor (other Schools of Thought): Focuses on
deriving specific rulings from fundamental principles
e The diagram below lists some books that were written
through these approaches
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Primary Texts of the Hanafi School

e There are four main books in Usool al-Figh for the Hanafiyyah

e A fifth book (skll) was written by combining two of these, and
from this many further explanations and commentaries have
been written

Four Main Books of the
Hanafiyyah

{w'ﬁﬂ‘ dﬂ‘(il { 3250 dseal (¥ } [dﬂaaijj;ﬂ\ (Y} [ A sl (1 }

[ |
I

Sl
(sieill)

Sla 5
Commentaries

l

1 | |
DY s ) Cais BB PR
(05 D) (2sll) (Sl

| ] |

Ol Al BTSN R A Jlaal) =

(siSanl (gstol) (2 )




An Introduction to Usool al-Figh

Notable Works from the Jumhoor

e Listed below are some books from the Jumhoor mentioned by
Ibn Khaldun in his renowned work "Mugaddimah" (Introduction
to History) as well as some summaries written on them

Notable Works from the Jumhoor
(Mentioned by Ibn Khaldun in the
Introduction to History)
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Additional Works from the Jumhoor

e \We have further listed books in the science of Usool al-Figh in
the diagram below, according to the different Schools of
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