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Nahw: The Essentials of Arabic Grammar

The Importance and Purpose of Nahw

Nahw, also known as Arabic syntax, is the branch of Arabic
grammar that deals with the rules and principles governing the
structure of sentences. It focuses on how the three types of words
in Arabic—Ism (e«!, nouns and pronouns), Fi'l (=3, verbs), and
Harf (<>, particles)—are arranged to form meaningful sentences
and how their forms change depending on their function within a
sentence. The purpose of Nahw is to ensure clarity and prevent
ambiguity in written and spoken Arabic.

For Arabic learners, Nahw plays a pivotal role in cultivating
proficient language skills, empowering effective communication in
both spoken and written contexts.

Moreover, Nahw's importance extends to unlocking the meanings
within essential Arabic texts like the Quran, nurturing a deeper
appreciation of cultural and religious heritage.
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Key Words Used in This Booklet

3> (Kasrah)

4820 - Sukoon -~ | Kasrah - . s>l - ! -
Definite Singular Noun
noun
335 - oSl - Oy [dS y> - s - J=s -
Indefinite | A letter with Short Dual Verb
noun a Sukoon vowels
(Dammah
Fathah
Kasrah)
£993a - Jelé - dall gy - Ra> - B> -
A word in Subject (sol) Plural Particle
the state of (Doer) Long
28} vowels
(Dammah)
S 90ih - Jonas - ¢bel- | Dammah-"| Sie-
A word in Object Variations Masculine
the state of (action at the end
Y done upon) | of the word
(Fathah)
39328 - Jole - Tanween - | Fathah -~ Ede -
A word in | Governing - Feminine
the state of word
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PART ONE: NOUNS - =lawsl

Introduction to Isms (nouns, pronouns, adjectives, etc)

Types of noun phrases

Explanation of different types of nouns

Rules of case endings for nouns (nominative, accusative, genitive)
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&audl dasdl - Nominal Sentence

A nominal sentence begins with a noun
The first part of the sentence is the i+ (subject)
The second part of the sentence is the = (news)
The fxis is generally 4820 (definite) and the 3 is generally

8,55 (indefinite)
e Both are in g9 () state
e.g. Jsb J=3) - The man is tall
35 =l - The donkey is big
dawlg d&&yasJl - The garden is wide
e There are some cases where the = will come first:

If the u is Ly U (prepositional
phrase) or <k (adverb), the J: will
come before the 13w
(These are known asf\-‘-ﬁ#‘ dpdi)
e.g. 5w Laie &

I have a brother, we have a car

-

The 1xiw can be a
Masdar Mu’awwal
(verbal noun)

e.g. oS i ) g puai o —

\ / The 131w is generally \ /

44 2o however it can
be 5,5 in the case
above or if it is

S] Goa
That fasting is better quer;;;;);icle
\_ ST J \__ (These <ismares &) / \_

This is known as
pde A and
A i

~
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Descriptive Phrase - 4aallg B g0 gall

e e.g. Jisb J>y- A Tall man

_ ™~

daall b g all
Description Object being described
5 _Si/A8 pa
Definite and
Indefinite
a I
<ls)
i Case Endings
adall g i gua 9all must agree \ Y
on 4 things p N
e
Number
o 5%
: I
ol
Gender
o 5%

 Note: The 3_&Y! aul (demonstrative pronoun) can )
come as a 4dwa — if it comes after an alx!) (proper
noun) or 48l (possessive noun)
e.g. [KY- QRPN
\_ — Who is this Hamid? J
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Possesive Phrase - 4d| Blaallg Blawll

e Possessed - $blaws

e Possessor - «dl Blas

e Itis a phrase in which the first word (<l&x) is attributed to the
next («dl blas)
e.g. &5 wS - The book of Zayd/Zayd’s book

e The $las will never have an J! or Tanween (".")

e The «Jl ©¥las s always in the Majroor state ( .)

e Drop the y¢ of Duals and Plurals when it comes for 43Ls]
e.g. & W — Zayd's 2 pens (rather than - 43 ;lal3)

aul) alas —alaa

"w ¢
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s3call - The Verbal Noun

e radlis a verbal noun representing the essence of a verb's
action

_uaall - The Verbal Noun

/ The verbal (root) noun is followed by a 44l —Lias, which can
function as the doer (J=\8), the object (4 J s2is), or the time/place
/ (48 J g2i0) )
e.g. Il A28 _ The students understanding, (=, A¢4 — The
understanding of the lesson, Jl Al& — The standing of the night
\ %
Note: s&as words which start with
the letter s have 2 root forms

(2) e.g. — dda
(the letter 3 has to (1) e.g. — Ciajy
be added)
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Words Which are <20 and s«

e =0 -is a word in which its end accepts all I'raab, depending
on the word before it.

e -~ -isaword in which its end remains unchanged in all
states.

Words Which are < and s

e N
All Particles ‘;»-'a\-nl\ 3 Loadll Al 1 All nouns
=Y .2 grad 1 slaul 2 (except the
d=& 3 EJL:W‘ 7 that are
(2 52) ::‘f'jj )

d=i 4l b clad 4
- da¥) e (ps52=) lediny!

Original eiy o) G u'uilﬂ‘ - 5

(i 3aia) JusY claid 6

A Yl 7

R N



All ‘Isms’ are <y Except These 7

Nahw: The Essentials of Arabic Grammar

1. ¥laall - Pronouns
2. 83ladl clwdl - Demonstrative pronouns
3. dgogall clawidl - Connected nouns (understood through the
sentence that comes after it, which is called ilo)
4. plgaiasil clawl - Questioning noun
5. Ggsldll =y - Some adverbs
6. J83l clawl - Nouns with the meaning of verbs
7. 4Ssall slacdl - Numbers
All ‘lsms’ are
< except
these 7
LAY sle) — e.g. sl — eg.
5\13.4‘,41\ ;LAMEY‘ S celly ol ¢ )da eh ea ¢ A
—e.g. o e Al ol (The duals are <= (All pronouns in the
—e.g. U ) Raf state are iix )
| |
Judy) slaud ol e i g ) g Aoy slau
Tt _e_g_w‘ﬂc.\;\ . X . . s
—e.qg. o) «lal ¢yl e —e.J. oY) Ny —e.d. s~ o el ¢Gga

10




Nahw: The Essentials of Arabic Grammar

Signs of I'raab (Case Endings)

e I'raab Asliyah (primary) are Dammah, Fathah or Kasrah at the
end of the word

e I'raab Far’iyah (secondary) are the signs for 5 things
mentioned in the table below

Signs of I’raab Asliyah (Primary) and I’raab Far’iyah (Secondary)

} g saadll g e Ism
flw}!" » Sial | gzl cisall | Praab | oW SIt’ate {’,f
Syl el @lWdl | Asliyah raa
003 | paalyl | salue | Wl | SL T Iyl ¢ 983l
4 el> Sign of
Raf’

olgdl | aat | olgdl | G| addl | aaad

oi | pealyl | fwalue | il | oldl | eyl || sl

G | dsudll | W | s | 8wl | asaat | TH0 | SiEnof

w3l byl gialae | gl oldl | eyl | aop, | sl
dWl | dsadl | el el | bl | bawsl | Lo | Sismof

Jarr

el e

e As mentioned in the table above, these 5 nouns have special
case endings
o They take Raf’ using s instead of Dammah
o They take Nasb using ! instead of Fathah
o They take Jarr using s instead of Kasrah

11
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o osiiull gre those words which end with a i preceded by a
Kasrah
o 34l gre those words which end with s

¢33 @) 2¥ — The Hidden I’raab

The Sign of I’raab are Hidden in 3 Types of Nouns

/"\
4 s ) bl A 4 pasiidl —e.g. N 4 Jyaial — g, A

aldiall e g, Galaall (il L oY) il U
S (e ol o Ll
My classmate, The judge asked The boy killed the
the lawyer about

snake with a stick
\ /

\ I B0ue J \__thecriminal /
f

Y

~

In the Mansoob state, the I’raab will be shown
e.g. (==l
When Ism Mangqoos is 38, the ¢ will be dropped
and a Kasratain will be placed in the state of Raf” and

\_ Jarr’ e.g. =l )
‘5)1.:L_23| :J‘;,G?‘

ssadll sosill ":_‘l:_:f J—u jtt;‘

o | b | e | = | o
el | Spdie ke | 3ydke des C;;Juo\;

PSSR P EN U R S IS
Sl i | oAb s | 30 el L

P :_,45:\1 s | e el |yl .
Hdaes S | 5aes S | 5ydaes S Al
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5ySUlg 48324l - Definite and Indefinite Nouns

e 44320 means definite, the noun is specific and there are 7 types of
definite nouns
e 3,3 means indefinite, the noun is general

e To make a word 42¢, add an J! to it and remove the Tanween
e.g. J&3I - from J33

e To make words 855, there will be no J! and the ending will have a
Tanween e.g. J>)

There are 7 Types of
48 22 Nouns
4 ) h 55 which is
— © A Ul intended by sl
QIR 3
L C.2. ¢ ) eg. Jaub
s p N
?Sﬂ‘ 4 (Note: The word after <~ )
— | . 13l will get 1 Dammah I
€.g. 4Sa caia however if it is Mudaaf then it
~ / L will be Fathah) )
s T ™
DJL"‘?‘ e'ul‘ ( (Note 2: If the 5% word is not )
1 d] ‘ intended to make specific with |
C.g. <Al #1431 i a it will be Fathatain
~ J e.g. 32, L — Oh (any) man!
\ J
s 2
Jgna gall anad) :
| P =haa
e.g I« .
N i - J ¢iadl)
s ™
L J) | | | |
| ealisl) .
= I E TR
s 2
|| <ilaato any of the 5
above e.g. (> S

A J

If there is a A after a 43 =« it is J
(condition)
e.g. Sy Jikll &yl — T saw the child whilst
he was crying

If there is a 4lax after a 5,5 it is 4dua
) (description)
e.g. Su ik cul ) — [ saw a erying child

13
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Skall - Pronouns

e There are 2 types:
o Detached (}Jedall)

oo oo 52
5o la oo
@il Ll &G

Lot Lot e

oo Ui
e.g. u9>aall o - They are the successful ones.

o Attached (Je2all)
a2 lag 5
Lo laa lo
oS s g
LS
b

e.g. dia Sii Wb alel @) - | have never known a student
more intelligent than you

The < which separates the Khabr and what it follows,
is called Jwadll e
e.g. waall Bl ol g8 1aa -
This is the new supervisor
Without the = it would be an incomplete sentence
(This new supervisor)

\_ )

14
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2axdlg 4cdl - Duals and Plurals

e Dual words will have:
o ylatthe end of the word in the Marfoo’ state
e.g. oMl el
o ¢ in the state of Mansoob and Majroor
e.g. ol &y

e The same applies to feminine dual nouns

3 and UK are singular words with the meaning of dual
In the state of Nasb and Jarr they will be (S and (IS

e Masculine plural words will have:
o 49 at the end of the word in the Marfoo’ state
e.g. ool ol
o 2 in the state of Mansoob and Majroor
e.g. Sl Eaiy
e These are known as @l sSiall ga

e Feminine plural words will:
o In the Marfoo’ state, end with &l
e.g. Sl Sl
o In the Mansoob and Majroor states, end with <!
e.g. wWl Eaiy
These are known as @l cisall gax

g

Some plural words have a plural for it
e.g. 3ok (z) &b has a ges which is @)k

Nouns with 5 or more letters,
their plurals will be on the scale of Jid

P (i
A singular word which has the meaning of plural
e.g. >4 «ew — Fish, trees
To make these words have a singular meaning you
add a (3)
e.g. bu>d dSeu — Afish, a tree

15
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32031 eusdl - Diminutive Noun

e |tis a noun which is used to express the diminutive form.
Sometimes, the purpose is to show affection
e There are 3 scales:
o A 3 letter word will be on the scale of J-w
o A 4 letter word will be on the scale of Jw
o A5 letter word will be on the scale of JM

Diminutive nouns
( M‘ ?u\)

Appear in 3 forms

Jenamd (3) J22d (2) s (1)

o gucall pudl - Relative Noun

e These are nouns which refer to something attributed or
related to something else

4 N

To make somethmg relative to a word you add (&)
e.g. s~ — Grammarian

\ )

16
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Jeaadl @w! - Superlatives/Comparatives

e These are superlative/comparative nouns

Masculine
Broken Plural | Sound Plural Dual Singular
Jeli s ol e I8
Feminine
Broken Plural | Sound Plural Dual Singular
4 )

After Js=&ill aul the word will be in the

state of Ly >

e.g. S (manl — Best house

17
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Al @l - Tools

o These are nouns denoting the name of a tool

AY) al has 3 scales

Jada (3) | | 4Adada(2) | | O2ka(1)

Small Tool
Plural Dual Singular
Jelis OOlais Uada &)
Jelia Cilasa P o
Jelia Cilais Jrsa A
Medium Tool
Plural Dual Singular
Jelia Jilxie Hais &>
Large Tool
Plural Dual Singular
Jiclas OVleis Olria &)
it el Vi i
Jielia ¢llaie Jlais »

18
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Sl @uwdl - Adverbs

o These are adverbs, which give an idea of the place or time an

action occurred.

<l ad) will come
in 1 of 2 scales

Sada  If the verb is Jbie (first
[ Oxda J N [

root letter is a weak letter: s or ) Jxda — If the verb is =il Jad
and has a m~= ending or if (ends in a weak letter - s | )
the ¢ Kalimah is _s~S« (has a or if the ¢ Kalimah is ¢ sis
Kasrah) in zesa J28 (without (has a Fathah) or s seas in Jaé
weak letters - ! 5 - in any )

k position) / K

~

)

19
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13 and 3

suddeness is called 4sladll 13)
—Itis Jale e (no effect on the
next word)

e.g. Ome Jhad 4 1M olac 3
— He threw his staff and
suddenly, it was a clear serpent’

[Surah Taha, 20:20]

( The 13l which comes for \

J

( 13 is used with past tense \

(=) and has the meaning
, of g jlas

e.g. () Gl uadll Calla 13
pellec M

— When the sun rises people

K 5! is used with future tense \

(& Ju=e) and has the meaning
, ofpale
e.g. (eadll S (Julay) Ll
P
— When the children were

\ will go to their work J

7~ Jd and 2 are i if the 43 Slaa aftg:r\
it is not mentioned, along with A3, Cald
338, and <l
— (these <85,k are —sbas 50 the word
after will be in the state of Ls_x)

\playing, the sun was settingj

e.g. 38 e 125 C3— T was a boy before

- J

(I was a man)

4 4

s is a ¢S <k (adverb of place) an.
it has the meaning of i (with), the
word after will be in the state of Ly
(the same as the word after xic)
e.g. 2 ¢ JWl — The money is with

Zayd

- J

2 )

<a js a JSe syb and s S
— It means ‘where’
e.g. Cald i) dua Call

— Go where Zayd is going

/

20
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wlsdl - Followers (of I'raab)

o These are nouns which follow the preceding noun in terms of
I'raab
e There are 4 types:

o

o

e}

o

danll|Sse gl - (Mentioned previously, page 6)

3SedljasUl - Emphasis
Jd! - Substitute
kel - Conjunction

S84l - Emphasis

To emphasise the word before it
There are 2 types:

sl s 5l (1)

21

These are used for emphasis (28 55)
They will have the same I’raab as the word
they are emphasising

~ —All the students were present
"a¢lS" is emphasising that every single student («3all)
was present, and it has the same I’raab as word it
emphasises, which is &Sal)

A 32 5 (2)
Repeating the same word twice for
emphasis
e.g. il 5 58 &

Indeed, Eid has come
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Jad! - Substitutionals

e This is when a noun is substituted for another noun within the
same sentence to provide clarity or specify the intended

meaning
e There are 4 types:

Total Badal
e.g. dana dlsalcla
Your brother, Muhammad, came
(Muhammad is same as your brother)

Partial Badal
e.g. i dalaall s
I ate the chicken, half of it
(half is a partial amount of the chicken)

4 Types of Badal

Dismissal Badal
e.g. siall Ul il
Give me the book, I mean exercise book
(this is for mistakes)

(The book is liked for its style, although the style is not

Comprehensive Badal
I like this book, it’s style

72 N U

a physical part of the book)

/The word after 5_&Y) aul that has an JN

\

will have the same I'raab of the ~
3 L3Y) (which are ), this is also Jx
e.g. Calal) 13a «}4):;\
| know this student

Both ‘13’ and ‘Ul are in the state of « yaic
because they are the Js=i (object) of the

sentence /

22
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«bkell - Connectives

e These are connective particles
e They have been mentioned in this section as the nouns they
link together have the same I'raab

e

895>

/The word after —ab~ll s a will have
the same I’raab as the Word before 1t
e.g. ladle. 9 3 ) ) & ) ya
— I hit Zayd and Hamid
‘lu 3 and “las’ are in the state of <« saic
because they are the J 24« (object) of the

K sentence and connected by ‘5’ /

23
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wlegésall - Nominatives

e Those words that are in the state of g5y

cle ¢854l are 6

— \
el (1)
e.g. Gish Jall
N y
- \
=3 (2)
e.g. Jash da L)l
N y
- N
Jeldly 3)

e.g. Al Jall Ko
N y
- \

Jelll il (4)
e.g. Ugll juai
N y
- N
g al ()

e.g. lda &) o<
N y
/,, \

) A (6)
e.g. ale 2l &)
N y

24
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JeWl - Subject/Doer

e The subject noun that indicates the performer of the action in
a sentence.

o el J5U is the noun that shows who the action is done to in
a passive sentence - It acts like the subject but is receiving the
action instead of doing it
e.g. ¥/l 325 The boy was helped

When the J=\& is apparent, the When the Jeb is hidden the form
J=é before it will be in the form of the J=4 will match its number

of aile asl g and gender
e.g. ) cla — e.g. bad plaludll —

The student came The 2 Muslims went

— Jedl) ) dalla
A more intensive form of Ism
Faa’il
Some common patterns being:

e [ e )]

e.g. ¥ The Forgiver - &) The Ever-Forgiving

25
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(Wlesig y18) Lasll Jles¥l - pefective Verbs

o They enter upon ixiwe and s
e Their Isms are in the ¢ %0 state and their Khabrs are in the

HJocia State
e P 2
sl
L Became (Morning) )
P A
@A.A‘
\__Became (Midmorning) )
ayr. A
Jhb
L Became (Night) )
P A
ey
L Became (Evening) Y,
o
The Sisters of O\ (___ Became (Nighy
(Was) are: ETTER
Always/Continuously )
- \ .
Jdik - These have a meaning of
Always/Continuously ) Continuity
- nbe | e.g Laniydil -
A ey Zavd is continuously sick
- A
(8 L |

Always/Continuously )

(%3l L) — is that W which has the same
| meaning and effect as o
" e.g. Jani Lae Jiliy Uil La —

L Not ) >

p . I am not unaware of what you do
JLJ.A

L Became )

26
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wlgeidl - Accusatives

e Those words that are in the state of —

<l gaiad) gare 11

&) el (1)
e.g. ale & &)

Qs 5 (2)
e.g. Wil ol oS

AN

N J
4 "\ [~ (Note: If the sentence starts in
dh (3) past tense (~<2%) and switches
= 5 @ —> to future tense (¢ =), it is also
e.g. l.u.dle tl\...\la.a Jaeg goadad sla—
\_ /  \U___ (The man came, shouting.) /
4 N [ )
e (4) (Note: The word after
e.g. (RIRE P JAS\ Gl a number is also Jj)
N O J
f adow S‘ (5) \
e.g. Y ol els
N ) J
. )
Ll (6) (Note: This is only if it is
Y- 4) dillaa g ibaa | the “ilaa
L S f\m s L’ ) would get the Fatha)

27

e ™
&Y grdall
N | y,
e - ™
4 dsda (D)
€.g. () Ciagh
4 Jsada (2)
St il
| eg > S5t
[ aa¥imie@) )
e.g. Bed il S A L
_ o J
e - N
4xa Js2ia (4)
Jaala ¢ 451 8
& I EES e )
e . N
(#ha Jgda (5)
e.g. 3;‘)3 la \)5
N y,
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Je=aadll - Object

e We have mentioned Js=224ll in the Mansoobaat section and
there are 5 types.
o 4 J9=4s (Direct Object)
- The noun that receives the action of the verb.
e.g. lwal> Ly S0
o 4 Jg=4s (Causal Object)
- Indicates the reason or purpose for the action.
e.g. Lol duyd
o 48 Jg9=4s (Adverbial Object)
- Specifies the time or place of the action.
e.g. podl Eux
o 420 Js240 (Accompaniment Object)
- Indicates something accompanying the action
The 9 which has the meaning of e (with) is known as
d2all olg
e.g. s dux
o 8w Je24s (Absolute Object)
- Emphasises the verb or indicates the manner, type, or
number of times the action is performed, by repeating
the yaas (root) of the verb
e.g. byo ayo

"<& s a GBlae J gnda a5 a (3las J g2da
. .. Azl jaaa i
The G3lhe J s2ie is used for f adgd 4 is to mention Fhe \
e e . characteristics of something
emphasis, indicating the type, .
S ber of (part of (3las)
t'or speci YI?-g t e nur;l er 0d 5 ) b
mes an action 1s pertormed, Sit the sitting of a student of

N and is on the scale of 4lad ) U knowledge J

When a preposition (Ul < »») precedes the J s2é«, it is referred to as
= e 4 J s (indirect object)
e.g. clldall ALY moas
The teacher gave advice to the student
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3! - Clarification

The word which clears up ambiguity is called 5 and it will be in the
state of 2 saie

e The ambiguous noun is called 3as
e The noun that clarifies it is called 3«5 or 3l

e The ambiguity may be in distance, weight, measurement,
number etc

e.g. ‘LSeS sae ani Eyiy

‘| saw eleven stars’ [Surah Yusuf, 12:4]

The word LSsS is 3«3 because it clears up the eleven things
Yusuf sl alde saw

e Sometimes, the 3xas is not mentioned in words but is
understood from the meaning of the sentence
e.g. LIS Uyl {is - The boy is good in terms of speech
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(Wlssis o) 4l Boy=dl - Subordinating Particles

e They enter upon fsue and s
e Their Isms are in the wscw state and their Khabrs are in the

¢ 9530 State

o)
That

The Sisters of &)

B

As if

(Indeed) are:

iR

But/However

/ When 4848 L comes on & it \
takes away the effect of &), it
also comes in the beginning
of a sentence
e.g. ‘il Jlee ) L —
‘Indeed actions are according

I hope/fear

{Slis dale e (non-effective)
but it has the same meaning

J

K to intentions’ [Bukhari] j

L
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

(34)) is used in the meaning of
either hope (%) or
fear (BWs)

~

.
-

.

The verb = is a synonym for
Jal

J
~

J

o

When ¢} is used, you can add
a J on the Khabr for emphasis
- this is called 4als jall 22U
Note: The word 4l <!l means

to slide

~

/
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elecwd! - Exclusion

e _~<was is a noun which has been excluded
o dn  iws is a noun from which the uws has been excluded

If it is a positive sentence and the
4 e (excluded from) is
mentioned then the word after ¥)
will be in the state of « saic

e.g. 13 V) &l s
The students came except Zayd

. If it is a negative sentence and the
There are 3 Different . g & )
. 43 e 1§ mentioned, the word after
Types of Sentences in . . X
L) can either be in the state of <« =i or
the same I’raab as the 4 i

e.g. Lflu) ¥ &3l sla e
No students came except Zayd

If the 4« s is not mentioned
then the word after will have the
I'raab as if ¥) was not there
(Here it is called sas G a)

e.g. 2Vl
No one came except Zayd
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wlygsall - Genitives

e Those words that are in the state of s>
e There are 2 cases:
o After 831l Loy> (page 43)
o After 4] blas

/The word after uu\
1S Uso
e.g.
L G Qe g8 —
He is loved

kamongst the people /

4 N

The word after &l is
DD ) )
e.g. &JH‘ ¢ —

Which way?

)

/

\_

The word after i
is Dsoae
€.8. ps Y —
Since a day

~

)

\_

The word after 3
will be s e
e.g. & 53—
Possessor of good
manners

~

)
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Bycin 3£ - Indeclinables

e Those words which do not accept Tanween or Kasrah

Weak causes:

Causes of a word beingué uaio juc

Strong causes:

combination of

only one is
two is needed needed
\ I
dald | o e gt - 2] |
Naturally feminine ors . Y
2 .¢ -
‘ — s A el a3l
HA ) )'-" Forei * Feminine superlatives 83g20all wall ..
oreign noun i Feminine
e ¢ v ' e
=21 3|, = &) e &
Noun on the scale of a verb ela—“ Feminine colours §)guaiall Call
‘
- . Proper noun / 3 8 ~ ‘ I
ol S5 gyl - P
Claa i + Words which end with alif C‘AJ [
| and ) added to to root letters .
maqsoorah, will always have Plural
. 55 their I'raab hidden (s ,-+)
= 34 ‘ +
3 Compound words - _
= Pattern |
. . J:‘ + g Y
Transition
P Pattern2
OR e - Lol
< S [ : 3
Transition 2.0 = / ;u s \ Pat[cr1.1 3
“La "“ f _ sdedl
T e ~— -
el NESRTIE B Adjective
o= land ) added to to root letters ‘ g /7 Patternd
Plagm [ e )
" &5 —
3 o) +
Noun on the scale of a verb
- - -4
Common < y<ais = Words
Llun Adjectives on the scale
L J A proper noun on the
2

(Its original form is
on the scale of +xél)

JAland s Al

of Jadl and the feminine
form s>aé
e.g. VS 6:)43‘

scale of 328 and Jadi
e.g. g daal
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£ saall giie disa are di paia 1€ (if they have b at
the end they will be < »<ais), some common
scales are:

deudl (5) Jilad (4) Je1s (3) delda (2) Jelda (1)
S| il i) 8 Zeilie Aalia

There are cases where the <i_saia &

will get a Kasrah
(1) When it is <ilza (2) When it has J! before it
e.g. Addalua b Cula e.g. slall ) &l
I prayed in their masjid I went to the graves
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PART TWO: VERBS - s}l

e |ntroduction to Arabic verbs
e Types of verbs
e Additional rules
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Verbal Sentence - dd=all dasdl

Sentence that begins with a verb
The first part of the sentence is called =2 (verb)
The second part of the sentence is called J<4 (doer)
The third part (if applicable) is called Js=4 (object)

e.g. eladl all 3.L>

\

To emphasise a 4=l dleall you can switch the
placement of the J=l (doer) and the J 524« (object)
e.g. Cile Gl oy —
Aqib hit Raqib severely
Ragqib is the J s2i« (object)
Aqib is the J=l (doer)

\

)

Jesdl - Verbs

Verbs are either:

¢ (2)

Requires a J s=is to complete the

sentence

e.g. 1% 1) & e — Zayd hit Hamid

a¥ (1)
Does not require a Jszi«
e.g. &) s - Zayd sat

Some words can have 2 or more J sz

e.g. Ll 1dana il Jaa

Allah made Muhammad (5:2) a

Prophet
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Verbs of Amazement - wo=dl Jo8

e These are verbs used to express amazement

These are on the scale of 4kl L and 4 J=4, the following will be in
the state of 2 siaie
The U will be according to what you are talking about
e.g. <ildb JiSi L — So many things you seek!

¢ osadl Jlasi - Verbs of Beginning

e These verbs indicate the start of an action or state and are
followed by a verb in the present tense

(" £ 54l Jladi h
These give the meaning ‘To begin’
The following word will be g Jlias J=é

o)

e.g. Osmon oMl
The students began to study
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Additional Verbs and Rules

(1) Difference
between ¢ and &

/ ¢ isto give a \ / \

negative 2 is to negate
command — something —
e.g. lu) iy - e.g. sl &y Y -
Do not hit zayd He did not hit
(the verb will be in anyone

K the s3>« state) / K /

LS il 0 (2)
(emphasis) can be
added to ve(bs

e.g. & ail

4 N N N

A Jis added It can be applied
. The last letter of Pp
before the verb in . to g s
) the verb will be
g e " (present/future
z s (have a :
(present/future tense) and !
Fathah)
tense) (commands)

\ AN v
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/~ (4) The word following < "\
will be in the state of = saic
and 1s used for warning
—( #M\ )

e.g. ohlls duy)

\_ Beware of assuming =/

\_

(3) The verb (i is
followed by &l or ¢

)

" (5) The verb 4% &S willbe )
followed by an ! then a
S
e.g. Sl o slall als
— The water was about to

\_ spill

)

4 N

(7) When Y is used to negate past
tense verbs (=), it must be
repeated before any following verbs
e.8. sha ¥y 3uadld
This denier neither believed nor
prayed
\ [Surah Qiyamah, 75:31] /

39

\_

called 418 i,

e.g. t‘n)sln Ul ‘gb Ay

/ (6) The verb s, can have the \
meaning of ‘to know’ this is

The teacher knew the student

was excelling

)
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L 5 d‘-'ﬁi 9)
They are followed by 2 Ji=&l which will be a5
e.g. cadl LalXi &) — If you go, I will go
[ I

1
! I
, ] ¢ i L = s
Loz ! & ol = L &
‘Whatever : Whichever Wherever ‘Whenever Whatever Whoever

1

1

1

If the verbs are =W they will have
the meaning of gjth
e.g. I Sl (i )
If you had come, I would have been
happy

If the 2nd verb is preceded by a < it
will not be ¢33
e.g. Caild (LaX )
If you go, then I will go
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PART THREE: PARTICLES gl

e Introduction to particles (prepositions, conjunctions, etc.)
e Usage and examples of different particles
e Special cases and exceptions
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Prepositions - 33Jl Gyl

Particles which give the following word a Kasrah

Some
3l Cag Al
are

il I Bl )

I

&l
like

I

(S

by/with

|

The word 33 is the plural of 33 it is the same as Al JSAdll xan }
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43

Verbal Particles

Al g s (1)
These cause the ¢ Jb<s to be in the state of a3y

| e.g 85l Al e al - He did not go to the shop

]
53 " el Y BOPY
. Do not/Should Do/Should
Did not Not yet — do

[ &l gives the ¢ Jbsas meaning =l

duallll g a (2)
These cause the d s to be in the state of « paie
e.g. Gsudl ) caadl ¢ A—u\ [ want to go to the shop

ué‘ U‘
Then So that W111 not To

(3) The verb after 2> will be in the state of
S pearia




Nahw: The Essentials of Arabic Grammar

Particles with Various Uses

Types of ‘a¥’

4 N
£15Y) oY (4)

This is prefixed with a
¥, it is Jale L and
gives an emphasised
meaning
e.g. Sish L3
— Zayd is very tall

= /

/ diklal) oY (3) \

This is used for
correction
e.g. b ¥ dala jilu—
— Hamid travelled, no,
Yasir
It has the same I’raab
as what it is correcting
(similar to the 4th type

K of Badal)

)

/ 4l 3l oY (2) \

This J is added on the
Khabr of &) for emphasis
Note: The word 4sls jall
means to slide

eg.
— ‘Surely Allah is
All-Hearing,

All-Knowing’

K [Surah Anfal, 8:42] /

/ Jabatll a¥ (1) \
This J is used for

reasoning, and causes the

next word to be in « yaic

state, as the following o
is hidden

(the & can also be

apparent)

e.g. o)A il il s

— The student sat to

K revise the lesson /

Note: If S has a sl <~
before it, the proceeding word

(2) If & is used to say ‘so
many’ the word after will be
in L s> state and singular

(1) The word after &S, if used
as a question, will be in
< »ais state and singular

either be in « =i or Hy 2=

g Ju
state ©-8 2 es

— How many Riyals?

e.g. ¢ic Jby S
— So many Riyals you have!

[ Types of (s ]

(1) Sometimes ¢ is extra
(3113)

The 2!l <a,a which comes before

Js3e s2=s can be dropped (3) < and ¢+ can be used (2) The word G means

508N e ST o Bl e — q
el e for emphasis ‘Some of us’ e.g. $J)5w 0w Ja - Are there
I seek refuge in Allah from being JA . = L .. . . 9
among the liars . e.g. Jaoiasls — This is called ¢ any questions?
The original was — of o 4ils 35e — No man came Aol — There are 2 conditions
S e gy ST for this:
I
[ ]
(2) It has to
(1) The word Comoaiisr
. e either a &3, &
Is 3% or with Ja
oledind
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Types of W

@) (1)
48 1Y 4, ;324 L has the meaning ‘As long as’
¢ ’
L can be.us?d t(? mean ‘Some 0., 45ala o A la 1 131 3 Gl
e.g. La LS gf\jﬂf—\ - g1Ive me some book Sit in this chair as long as its owner has not come

[ Uses of & ]

/ (2) If it followed by =l (past \ /(1) The Harf 34 is used to urge one to\
tense), it has the meaning do an action, a g Jusae will follow it,
‘You should have’ which gives the meaning
(Pt @ 2) “You should’
e.g. JLaadl any Eu o S (amaalll G p)
You should have studied hard for the e.g. 1% 1Sk Ladsi S

\ exam / \You should wake up early tomorrow /

|
Other a8l g a include:

I ERRER

[ Uses of ]

/ (2) The Harf 2 is used when 5! \ / (1) The Harf 38 can be used
Jsll comes before a past tense

before =k and gives the
sentence

s N i meaning of certainty
e.g. u.u)ﬂ\u.@;;\ Jﬁjm\ el o 5 2ot on
e.g. (;L-.H\ G T

Ahmad came when the lesson
I have indeed eaten the food

K had already ended / \ /
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Additional Particles and Rules

/(2) The Harf ¥ ¢! means ‘But for’ The\

o

following Ism is Mubtada, the Khabr
is dropped and the answer of ¥ 5! will

be a past tense (=) sentence
e.g. (andll Cila Laphall £l Y gl

/

But for the doctor coming, the
person would have died.

)

/

"

~

(4) & is used to
emphasise a negative
verb in the future

e.g. 1a Cady ol
He will never go

)

o

~

(1) The Harf & means
‘Even if’ and is used with
wu
e.g. addll Sl «lunhll 2la gl
Even if the doctor came, the
person would die

)

/

"

(3) kb i5 used to
emphasise a negative

verb in the past
e.g. b Calal

He never went

(5) Jiis called s)¥) < - it means ‘Rather’, ‘on the
Contrary’ - it can drop the 11« (optionally)
e.g. il da Ll sa
He is not a student, rather (he is) a teacher
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-

(6) 484l ¢ is a negative particle which comes
with ¥) for emphasis, it is Jsle & and
known as saadl Gija
_ eg a8 YY) Ja ) ¢ The man is surely standing )

Al g ZLdiuY) di g a (7)
Particles of Opening and Alerting
Used to draw attention

o

e.g. "cu B Al i g ¥I*
‘Behold! Indeed the help of Allah is near’
[Surah Baqarah, 2:214]

pil) a5~ (8)
Particles of Oath
Some common particles are:

SIS

e.g. CuS L &l
By Allah, I did not lie

(9) Questioning Between
2 or More Things With

i is used with al

. . . . o i
€.g. (roe al il Gallal J is used with

e.g. Sy Ji laa Cul<i Ja —

Are you a student or a . )
you a st Did you eat this or that?

teacher?
47




